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Ranking Nordic priorities for the new European Commission led by 
Ursula von der Leyen 

1. Foster further cost-efficient electrification of industries, services, construction, transport,

heating etc. via enhancement of incentives, practices and rules supporting efficient coupling

of electricity, (district) heating, cooling, gas and transport sectors via market-based “power

to X” solutions.

2. A flexible energy system is built through digitalized services, which in turn require enabling

data regulation and cyber security, all of which incentivize flexibility and active participation.

3. Promote well-functioning electricity markets that ensures a level playing field of all market

parties and all flexibility resources while preparing further secondary legislation (e.g.

Guidelines and Methodologies) following the adoption of the new electricity Directive and

Regulation.

4. A strong and central role for the EU ETS

5. Recognise the importance of flexibility provided by hydro power and ensure consistent

approach to highly modified rivers in the review of the Water Framework Directive.

6. Ensure a regional perspective regarding security of supply by further strengthening the role

of the regional cooperation of the Regional Coordination Centers (RCC)

7. As the distribution system operators (DSOs) are identified as key enablers of local flexibility,

they should be given the necessary prerequisites to ensure the system services needed to

provide a secure, stable and efficient grid – a task for the new DSO Entity

8. Amend the TEN-E Regulation so that it is better in line with increased decarbonisation and

the associated electrification as a result of the expansion of renewable energy capacity in

absolute terms (MW, MWh) and as a share of the overall electricity generation mix.

9. Commission should prepare a cost-efficient electrification strategy, which among other

things analyses and identifies barriers to the expansion of the trans-European power grid and

presents proposals to eliminate such barriers

10. Commission, member states and ACER focus on ensuring that capacity mechanisms (CRMs)

are limited in scope and duration to be fit for purpose and do not distort the market

11. Align the taxonomy of sustainable finance with the long-term climate strategy; all necessary

technologies on the way to net-zero society must have inclusive sustainability criteria for

finance.

12. Although wind and solar power will be the fast growers, the carbon neutral electricity system

continues to need investment in e.g. hydropower, bioenergy, waste-to-energy, nuclear

power and cogeneration.

13. Investments in the European electricity grid need to continue alongside with further market

integration with the help of, e.g. TYNDP and CEF (Connecting Europe Facility).
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